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The new "Cuban Democracy Act," which strengthens a 30- year US economic embargo by
prohibiting North American subsidiaries that operate in third countries from trading with Cuba,
generated widespread criticism in most of Latin America. US President George Bush signed the bill
into law on Oct 23. (See Chronicle 10/01/92, 10/15/92 and 10/29/92) Reactions were particularly harsh
in South America, where leaders argued that such pressures would only worsen economic hardships
in Cuba while not necessarily contributing to democratic change on the island. Venezuelan
President Carlos Andres Perez said the law "runs contrary to Latin American sentiment. Venezuela
has permanently contributed to the search for solutions to the problems in Cuba...but the US has
not shown any flexibility to allow Cuba to move toward constructing a new situation." The Bolivian
legislature unanimously passed a resolution condemning the law as an "affront to the sovereignty
of independent countries." Both the Brazilian and Uruguayan governments charged that the
embargo represents a breach of international law, and warned that they would not accept any US
retaliation for maintaining commercial relations with Cuba. Similar statements were also released
by Colombia, Chile, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic and Jamaica. In fact, despite the US efforts
to broaden its embargo, the new law is unlikely to impede Cuba's drive to strengthen commercial
relations with its regional neighbors. The Dominican Republic's Ministry of Foreign Relations, for
example, adamantly stated that the US sanctions would not interfere with efforts to increase trade
with Cuba, including plans to eventually install an official commercial and economic affairs office
in Havana. The Dominican Republic has held periodic meetings with Cuban emissaries in recent
months to explore such trade relations, according to the deputy foreign minister, Herrera Cabral.
The Venezuelan government has invited Cuba's Foreign Minister, Ricardo Alarcon, to visit that
country in November to review greater trade ties between both nations. In related developments,
on Nov. 2, Cuban officials announced the opening of negotiations with Ecuador over a new accord
to directly buy petroleum and oil derivative products from that country. Until June, Ecuador
participated in a tripartite accord with Cuba and Russia, whereby Ecuadoran shipping companies
were contracted to provide low-cost transport of petroleum cargoes to the island. This allowed
Cuba to indirectly receive four million barrels of oil from Russia over the past two years. Also, on
Oct. 28-30, 52 representatives from 19 Mexican universities and higher education institutes visited
Cuba to explore cooperative education programs between both countries. According to an Oct.
29 report from Radio Havana Cuba, a group of Mexican Monterrey businessmen are completing
negotiations over investment in a huge textile industry on the island worth more than US$1.1 billion,
about US$600 million of which will come from the Mexican investors and the remainder from
Cuba. The project, which constitutes Cuba's largest joint venture ever, will be made up of 15 textile
factories, representing 35,000 new job opportunities. Output is targeted at 376.2 million square
meters of fabric. Mexico will supply 70% of the raw materials, and will be the exclusive importer
and distributer of the final product, which will initially be destined to Canada, Panama, Venezuela,
Argentina, Japan, and the local Mexican market. Meanwhile, reinforcing the international backlash
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against US economic sanctions on Cuba, Oct. 26, the International Frequency Registration Board
(Junta Internacional de Registro de Frecuencias) demanded that the US government cease to
interfere with Cuban television transmissions. Since March 1990, the US has broadcast daily anticommunist programs into Cuba from military bases in the Florida Keys. Cuba had petitioned the
UN's International Telecommunications Union (which directs the Board) to push the US to cease
its radio interference. The Board, which had already publicly supported Cuba's petition on various
occasions since 1990, repeated its demand, ruling that the US obstruction breaches international
laws that protect the right of sovereign countries to control their own air waves. [Sources: Notimex,
10/27/92, 10/28/92; Agence France-Presse, 10/28/92, 10/31/92; Radio Havana Cuba (RHC), 10/29/9;
Spanish news service EFE, 10/29/92, 11/02/92]
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